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                                A SUNDAY IN THE COUNTRY

MEETING OF EUROPEAN FILM ACADEMY (EFA) AND ICELANDIC FILMMAKERS TURNED OUT TO BE VERY SUCCESSFUL


On the invitation of Icelandic filmmaker Hrafn Gunnlaugsson and the
European Film Academy several members of the EFA and ten young European Filmmakers reassembled from 9th - 12th June at Gunnlaugsson`s house in Reykjavik for the fifth edition of their project A SUNDAY IN THE COUNTRY to meet the Icelandic film industry. For all of them it was a time full of excitement and fun, but also of making fruitful business contacts for co-productions coming in the future.
As EFA´s director, Marion Doering said: "This was the best of all A
SUNDAY IN THE COUNTRY meetings we´ve ever had and this is due to the generous spirit of our host and his country". Most of the meetings and come-togethers were held at Gunnlaugsson`s house at Laugarnestangi in Reykjavik. This house, which is an art-piece for itself, opened the minds of all guests, so that the meetings turned out to be inspiring, full of new ideas and icebreaking. People who never met before left after three days with the feeling of being old friends. Dieter Kosslick, deputy chair of EFA and CEO of the Filmfund North Rhine-Westphalia (Germany) expressed it
like that: "We came to Iceland and we left Niceland."
EFA representatives who had been travelling to Iceland were: Marion
Hänsel(director and producer, Belgium), Klaus Keil (Filmboard Berlin-Brandenburg,Germany), Dieter Kosslick (Filmstiftung NRW, Germany), Andrei Kurkov(author, Ukraine), and Bo Jonsson (producer, Sweden). The junior participants have been: Züli Aladag (director, Germany), Claudia Beckmann(director, Germany), Manuel Cristobal (producer,

Spain), Simon Cellan Jones(director, UK), Damir Lukacevic (director, Germany), Mike Majzen(author/musician, Austria), Nadia Fares (director, Switzerland), Auli Mantila (director, Finland), and Pal Oye (director, Norway). Amongst many others they met the Icelandic Minister of Finance Geir H. Harde, Thorfinnur Omarsson from the Icelandic Film Foundation, and the three up-and-coming talents
Baltasar Kormakur, Mikael Torfason and Robert Douglas.
The project has received support from British Screen Finance, dffb Film and Television School Berlin, Filmboard Berlin-Brandenburg, Filmstiftung NRW,Finnish Film Foundation, FOCAL Switzerland, NFTS London, the Norsk Filminstitutt, the Ministry of Education, Science and Culture in Iceland and Reykjavik´s Committee of Cultural Affairs.
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A SUNDAY IN THE COUNTRY


A weekend encounter of young European talents from 10 European countries

The Idea
Ten young filmmakers (directors, authors, producers) from all parts of Europe meet with several prolific members of the European Film Academy over a weekend at the home of one member of the Academy. The private atmosphere and the picturesque venues guarantee a platform for inspiration and for an open-minded encounter. It is an exchange between different generations of filmmakers from various cultural backgrounds – most important for the future of rising talents and the future of European film, which will hardly survive without European co-productions.

A Sunday in the Country was initiated in 1995 by the EUROPEAN FILM ACADEMY (Berlin) and THE OPEN SOCIETY INSTITUTE (run by the SOROS Foundation, New York).

The Aim
• to learn from each other through the exchange of experience
• build border-crossing personal networks.

The subjects that are intensively discussed vary from financing and production conditions in the home countries of the young filmmakers who are curious to learn about their colleagues' personal conditions, their cultural backgrounds, their different ways of storytelling (local heroes - European audiences) and technical questions. The programme includes public and private screenings of films of the participants and the attending EFA members.

Applicant Profile
The encounter is intended for 10 young film directors, writers and producers from 10 different European countries. The participants should be highly regarded talents in their home countries.

Selection
A committee of the European Film Academy and its partners selects the participants.

Documentation and Publicity
The event will be documented in the EFA newsletter as well as on the EFA web-sites.


Brief History
In 1995
A SUNDAY IN THE COUNTRY was held in Laski (Poland) at Polish director and producer Krzysztof Zanussi´s country house. Besides Zanussi, Danish director Henning Carlsen and British producer Nik Powell attended as EFA members with Polish director Krzysztof Kieslowski joining them for an unforgettable Sunday morning encounter at the fire place.

In 1996
Ten young directors were invited to Bassano del Grappa (Italy) which Italian director Ermanno Olmi calls his home. Henning Carlsen and Krzysztof Zanussi came down to Italy alongside with director Amos Gitai from Israel, to support Olmi who this time was the "godfather" of the group that made the SUNDAY IN THE COUNTRY a day-and-night event.

In 1997
It was Henning Carlsen`s turn to be the host, this time in Ebeltoft (Denmark). Before the young directors from Eastern and Western Europe travelled all together to Ebeltoft to spend their Sunday under the roof of the European Film College, they had dinner at Carlsen`s home in Copenhagen, joined by EFA members Dusan Makavejev (director, Yugoslavia), Detlev Buck (director, Germany), Fridrik Thor Fridriksson (director, Iceland), and David Rose (producer, UK).

In 1998
EFA member and producer Michael von Wolkenstein invited to A SUNDAY IN THE COUNTRY in Austria. At the very idyllic Traun lake ten young directors spent a weekend inspired by Austrian myths and accompanied by Austrian producer Veit Heiduschka and Icelandic director Hrafn Gunnlaugsson.

In 2000
On the verge of the new millennium, A SUNDAY IN THE COUNTRY deserved the most magic of all European places to meet. Could there be a more inspiring one than Iceland under the midnight´s sun? Icelandic director Hrafn Gunnlaugsson invited to his house in Reykjavik.
